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quarrel with the Scots. Discipline was poor; the officers debated whether the Petition of Right, forbidding Martial Law, prohibited the hanging of mutineers; meanwhile mutineers were beginning to murder their officers. One, a Roman Catholic, was martyred outside Wellington Church for refusing to join in Protestant worship. London provided a series of riots, tore down the Communion rails in churches, and tried to lynch Laud. A man was hanged, another—for the only time in the reign, the last time in English history—was put on the rack. The riots stopped, and London grew suddenly quiet.
Strafford had planned to invade Scotland, but it was the Scots who invaded first. Six peers, Brooke, Bedford, Essex, Mandeville, Scrope, and Warwick, had'written to promise them help " in a free and legal way." The Scots wanted more unqualified support before they moved, and the Peers refused to set their hands to anything that made them liable for treason. But Savile, now acting as their secretary, blandly forged their names and sent a satisfactory document to Edinburgh. Thus encouraged, the Scots began to march with Leslie at their head. They carefully avoided giving offence in England, and paid for everything they took. They routed the King's ill-paid, ill-disciplined levies at Newburn Ford. They occupied Newcastle.
The King was beaten. He summoned his Peers to York and began to treat with the Scots. The first thing to be discovered was Savile's forgery. One might imagine that it would mark the ruin of his career. One would be wrong, for his career was just beginning. The victims of Ms forgery found it had been too fruitful to be punished. They had their signatures burnt, but the fruits remained. The next discovery was that the Scots were in no hurry to get things settled; they only wanted to stay in England and be handsomely paid for doing so. In other words, penniless Charles must call a Parliament and do all that it told him to do, just so long as the Scots cared to remain.

